This case report discusses the previously unreported situation of a suicidal death, with injuries to the chest, by means of an electric circular saw. A review of the English and German literature provides an overview of common sites of injury, gender and psychiatric status in power saw related deaths.
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DiSCuSSion
This is the only identified case in the English and German literature where a suicidal death has been caused by the use of an electric circular saw to inflict injuries to the chest and abdomen (see Table 1 ). The literature shows that nearly all suicides with power operated saws involve either the head or inTRoDuCTion Suicidal deaths utilising electrical power saws are exceedingly rare with 20 cases having been reported in the English and German literature [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] .
Furthermore the use of electric circular saws is a subset of this group with only 6 cases identified. This case is unique in that a circular saw has been used to inflict fatal injuries upon the chest and abdomen. Exsanguination has resulted primarily from injuries to the heart and the liver. The case findings are documented and a review of the literature is provided. A table is produced which includes gender, the type of power saw and the site of the injuries.
CASe RepoRT
A 45 year old man was found lying on his back with a pillow under his head. Next to him attached to an extension lead, plugged into the laundry, was an electric Makita circular saw (Example- Figure 1) . A suicide note was present in the kitchen. The post mortem examination revealed three 153 the neck. One case of injury to the arms is noted [1] . Another case involved a knife injury to the chest followed by the use of a chain saw to the chest resulting in a pneumothorax and exsanguination but no injury to the heart or other internal organs [4] . Generally powered saw suicides have shown a predominance of male victims. With circular saw related deaths there is a different pattern with a greater number of female deaths. It is noted that the numbers are however quite low. As is in this case there is, as expected, a background of psychiatric disease, with a previous diagnosis of depression and the use of mirtazapine.
FORENSIC SCIENCE
With any unexpected, unusual trauma related death, consideration should always be given to whether or not the events relate to a homicide. In this case the event appears to have been planned taking place in an unobstructed area in the garden behind the house, with a suicide note, use of an extension cord, and the placing of a pillow under the head.
ConCluSion
This case appears to be unique where a suicidal death has resulted from severe injuries to the chest and abdomen by utilising an electric circular saw. The majority of cases in the literature describe powered saw deaths involving injuries to the head and neck. 
